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Introduction

Much of the last two decades in global health has rightly focused on
identifying, proving and scaling interventions that work. However, these
approaches have not always been designed to fully build the underlying
capacities of national systems. Shifting geopolitical dynamics and
changing funding patterns are exposing structural weaknesses in how
health interventions are financed, governed and delivered at scale. Too
often, health progress depends on fragmented programs, short-term
pilots, and parallel initiatives that sit outside national health systems.

The African—-Nordic Health Summit exists to respond to this challenge by
catalysing partnerships across regions and sectors. It brings together
governments, the private sector, philanthropy, multilaterals, research,
and civil society around a common purpose: to accelerate practical
solutions that strengthen health systems, expand access, and deliver
measurable impact for communities - at scale.

This Summit Report captures key insights from the inaugural African-
Nordic Health Summit, that took place in Stockholm on January 22,
2026.




- a platform for women’s health

The African—-Nordic Health Summit is grounded in a simple but ambitious
premise: lasting health impact requires partnerships built for scale and
integrated systems instead of isolated solutions.

To advance this, the Summit focuses on strengthening mutually beneficial
partnerships on two levels:
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African and Nordic countries bring As traditional funding models come
complementary strengths to health under strain, achieving scale will require
system development spanning policy, tighter alignment between governments,
financing, innovation, implementation, financiers, implementers, private sector
and service delivery. Both regions actors, and civil society. The challenge is
share a political interest in resilient no longer a lack of proven solutions, but
health systems and a commitment to the need for coordinated, government-
advancing health as a strategic priority led pathways to embed within national
for the wellbeing of their populations, systems and that build lasting
communities, and economies. institutional capacity.

The African—-Nordic Health Summit is a platform designed to address this
gap. Its long-term purpose is to facilitate partnerships that move from
evidence to implementation, from pilots to scale, and from fragmented
efforts to integrated health systems, contributing to measurable impact and
strengthening of African health sovereignty, in line with the Accra Reset.



Introduction

Partners behind the
African-Nordic Health Summit

The Summit platform is co-founded by the Group of Women
African Ambassadors to the Nordics, Maternity Foundation,
Dalberg Media, and the Danish Alliance for Global Health. The
inaugural Summit in Stockholm 2026 was held in partnership
with Ferring Pharmaceuticals, the Global Financing Facility,
Laerdal Global Health, and the World Diabetes Foundation.
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